THE WANNSEE CONFERENCE: AN AGENDA FOR EVIL
Arts & Sciences 137**, Freshman Seminar

Spring and Fall Quarters, 1 credit
Wed/3:30-4:18pm, Room 5068 Graves Hall

Instructor:




Office:
Andrej Rotter




5142 Graves Hall

e-mail





Office Hours

rotter.1@osu.edu



Tue and Wed/1:30-3:30pm

Course Description

On January 20, 1942, in a grand villa on the shore of Berlin’s Lake Wannsee, a conference of Nazi officers produced a paper known as the “Wannsee Protocol”. The paper tallied all of the Jews in Europe, carefully classified half and quarter Jews, and laid the groundwork for a “final solution to the Jewish question”. The minutes of the Wannsee conference were described by the war crimes prosecutors at Nuremberg as “perhaps the most shameful document in modern history”. Because the mass murder of Jews by the Nazis had begun many months before, the real aim of the conference has always mystified historians, and arguments regarding its purpose have raged since the discovery of the protocol. In this seminar, we will focus on the most recent analysis of the Wannsee conference with the aim of understanding Wannsee’s place on the twisted path to genocide.
Text 

The book (‘The Wannsee Conference and the Final Solution: A Reconsideration’ by Mark Roseman; Picador, New York, 2002) will be available in the Barnes and Noble University Bookstore (ISBN# 0-312-42234-2) and online (Amazon.Com and E-Bay). Students will be encouraged to refer to referenced material for more detailed information.
Course Policies 

Attendance at all 10 classes is mandatory and each unexcused absence will result in a full point grade reduction. Students will be assigned research to prepare for each class (1 hour, ~10 web pages, of assigned text/per week). Weekly research assignments must be completed before the class meets. Class will be run as a combination of student and instructor presentations, followed by debate. Each student will present once (~15 minutes); the presentation will constitute 25% of the final grade. Each student is expected to come to class prepared to debate major ideas in the weekly presentation and readings, and must contribute to each debate. A record of their contributions will be maintained by the instructor, who will time the class so that each student is given the opportunity to contribute. In addition, there will be a running journal in which students respond to readings and class debates. Students are expected to submit 1 double spaced page containing their ideas/comments on subject matter in the weekly presentation to the Carmen drop box (available to other enrolled students). Running journals are due within 48 hours of each class. 

Grading

Grading will be as follows: 25% of the final grade will be for attendance/discussion/participation, 25% for class presentations of material in assigned chapters, and 50% for running journals. Overall grading will be according to the OSU standard scheme ie. >93% = A, >90% = A-, >87% = B+, >83% = B, >80% = B-, >77% = C+, >73% = C, >67% = D+, >60%=D, <60% = E. 1 grade point (for example, A to B) will be deducted for every unexcused absence.
Academic Integrity 

For all the assignments for this course, the Code of Student Conduct of The Ohio State University is in effect. Academic misconduct is defined as: Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the university, or subvert the educational process. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to:

1. Violation of course rules as contained in the course syllabus or other information provided to the student; violation of program regulations as established by departmental committees and made available to students;

2. Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas;

3. Submitting substantially the same work to satisfy requirements for one course that has been submitted in satisfaction of requirements for another course, without permission of the instructor of the course for which the work is being submitted;

4. For an extended version of these examples please refer to http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
To avoid plagiarism, students must make sure that they:

1. Always cite their sources (following the MLA format)

2. Read the guidelines for written assignments more than once

3. If in doubt, consult with their professor.

Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office of Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307; TDD 292-0901; htpp://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Weekly Schedule
Week 1

Introduction of class participants

Overview of class and topics to be covered

Discussion: Students current level of knowledge about the subject matter

Week 2

Topics to be discussed: 

Robert Kempner, Assistant US Chief Counsel, Nuremberg War Crimes tribunals

Brigadier General Telford Taylor, US Chief Counsel

History of the Wannsee Villa

Debate: Are War Crimes trials justified?

Week 3

Reading topics: 

Conference participants and Institutions represented: Reich ministries, SS, Nazi party

Roles of the Nazi hierarchy (Hitler, Himmler, Goring)

Debate: Were conference participants instigators or executors of the holocaust?

Week 4 

Reading topic: The Protocol

To be discussed: What was the meaning of the “Final Solution”. How was Jewish ethnicity defined? What were the roles of the conference participants?

Debate: Is the Protocol evidence of mass murder? 

Week 5

The Wannsee instigators: Reinhard Heydrich, Adolf Eichmann
Biographies

Debate: Did the instigators meet an appropriate end?

Week 6

Reading topics: Genesis of the Final Solution, From “Mein Kampf” to Auschwitz

To be discussed: Transition from concept of racial purity to genocide.

Debate: Are the instigators of extermination more or less guilty than the executioners?

Week 7

Reading topics: Expulsion, relocation, labor camps, death camps.

Debate: Were the participants in the ‘Final Solution’ aware they were committing crimes?

Week 8

Reading topics: The means of genocide, from the Einsatzgruppen to Zyklon B

Debate: Can the participants in the holocaust be considered sane or insane? 
Week 9

Screening of the documentary film “The Wannsee Protocol”

Week 10

Reading topic: The Holocaust deniers

Debate: Can we prevent a holocaust from ever occurring again?
Biographical sketch 
I grew up in Czechoslovakia in the two decades following World War II. I still have an extensive network of relatives and friends in the Czech Republic, as well as in Germany and Austria. The events that occurred prior to, during and after World War II still have a pervasive influence on their attitude to life.
During the war, my grandparents, both of whom were active in the resistance, were arrested by the Gestapo, interrogated and imprisoned in a concentration camp (Theresienstadt). They survived until their liberation by the Red Army in 1945. Several more distant relatives were less fortunate and either perished in one of the many extermination camps, as German army soldiers fighting on the Eastern Front, or as civilian victims of retribution during the immediate aftermath of the war.
My father was evacuated from Prague at the age of 15, just after occupation by Hitler’s Wehrmacht in 1939. He completed high school in England, then volunteered for service in the British army and took part in the liberation of Czechoslovakia. Ironically, at the end of the war, he mediated the release of his cousin, a soldier in the German army, from a US POW camp. 

In the years following WW II, my family continued to be influenced by post war events. In 1948, the communist party took over the government and my father and grandfather joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In 1952, as part of the last Stalinist purges, my grandparents were imprisoned again, this time by the communist regime. As a result, my father was dismissed from his diplomatic post in China and forced to return to Czechoslovakia. In 1968, following the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia, my family decided to leave Prague settle in England, where they still reside. 

My long standing interest in this era stems from the events surrounding myself and my family.

